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We are glad to have you with us today in worship.
It is our hope that you will not only learn more
about God, but that you will encounter Him and
experience His presence, love and grace for you.
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Monday Afternoon Bible Study will take-”a
break from mid-December 2025 and resume
in February 2026.

Christmas Activities

Our usual Christmas activities will take place: a
Christmas tree is in the foyer, candles will be lit
during advent services; a nativity scene is set up
on the communion table; a Christmas flyer will be
available for general use and a nativity scene is
set up on the church lawn.

Upcoming Services:

The four Sundays of Advent

are typically themed around

Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.

The themes represent a spiritual journey of
preparation for Christmas:

e First Sunday of Advent: The theme is Hope,
focusing on the anticipation of Christ's arrival
and the fulfilment of God's promises.

e Second Sunday of Advent: The theme
is Peace, reflecting on Christ as the "Prince of
Peace" and our call to be peacemakers.

o Third Sunday of Advent: The theme is Joy,
often called "Gaudete (Latin for ‘rejoice’)
Sunday," celebrating the joy of knowing Christ
is near.

e Fourth Sunday of Advent: The theme is Love,
focusing on God's love for humanity through
the gift of His Son.

Sunday 14 December at 9:30am
Lesson & Carols service with a
Christmas Morning Tea to follow

Thursday 25 December at 9:00am
Christmas Day service

Giving at Christmas

Christmas offerings will be received for Wesley
Mission, Christmas Bowl and Exodus Foundation.
Envelopes are available. Gifts may be returned
on Christmas day or any Sunday Service.

Looking Ahead:

Sunday 18 January 2026 -
Day of Mourning Service

Sunday 18 January -
Worship Committee meets following Service.

Wednesday 21 January at 11.30am
Property and Admin Commifttee meeting.

Sunday 25 January - Australia Day Service.

@M and Prayen Points.

As we turn the last pages of another year, the
Christmas season meets us once again with its
quiet mixture of joy and tenderness.

For many in our congregation, especially those
who have walked with Christ for many
decades, this time of year brings many
memories that sit close to the heart. Some
memories shimmer with laughter, others are
softened by loss, and many remind us of God’s
steady hand that has carried us through more
seasons than we can easily count.

Christmas has a way of slowing us down. The
world may rush, but Christ invites us to linger.
He invites the world in stillness, not spectacle.
He comes not to those who appear strong, but
to those who feel their need. Perhaps that is
why the story of his birth seems to grow
sweeter as we grow older. We learn over time
that the greatest gifts are often small and quiet,
a comfortable pew shared with familiar faces, a
hymn sung a little softer than it used to be, the
gentle comfort of knowing that Emmanuel —
God with us — has never once stepped away.

As the year slowly draws to a close, we may
find ourselves looking back, at blessings, at
challenges, at moments when we wondered
how we would get through. But Christmas
reminds us that God is not only behind us in
our memories: He is also ahead of us in our
hope.

The same Saviour who came to us in a manger
continues to walk with us, guiding our steps,
lighting our way and promising that our story
is still unfolding in His hands.

So may this Christmas bring you peace that
doesn’t depend on our circumstances, joy that
doesn’t fade with the years, and the simple
reassurance that you are loved and held and
remembered by the God who came close.

Merry Christmas to you all and may the closing
of this year leave you resting in His grace.

Blessings always



